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Goals of Our Plan

• To increase reverence for Jesus in the heart 
of each disciple.

• To instill in each member the courage and 
readiness to tell others about Jesus.

• To investigate ways to give an answer when 
our faith is questioned.

• To recommend that meekness and fear 
accompany that answer to others.

• To encourage holy living as a way to sanctify 
Christ as Lord.

“Marriage: A 
Sanctified 

Relationship”

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”

• 1 Peter 3:15 (KJV) - But sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man 
that asks you a reason of the hope that 
is in you with meekness and fear.

• Sanctify is defined as:  make holy, treat 
as holy, set apart as holy, hallow, purify.

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
• How do we sanctify God in our hearts?

• John 17:7 – Sanctify them by Your truth,  Your word 
is truth

• We sanctify God in our hearts by His truth
– This includes knowing His truth

– Following His truth

– In doing so,  we can be holy (sanctified) as He is Holy

• This applies to ALL of His word,   including what He 
has said regarding marriage.

• Conclusion is:   Our marriage is a sanctified 
relationship when we follow God’s word regarding 
marriage.   HIS WAY IS THE ONLY WAY. 

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
Why study this topic?

– It’s God’s plan,  he designed the marriage

– We must know God’s will

– We must follow His word

– Marriages are in danger and failing

– Christian marriages in our church are at risk

– Satan is attacking the very heart of family,  the 
marriage

– Culture says is okay to fail and try again

– Man’s laws make it easy for divorce 
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“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
Why study this topic?

– Making a covenant/commitment is no longer a 
promise 

– Some think, if it gets too hard,  give up and get 
out

– God hates divorce

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
• God hates divorce (Mal 2: 14-16), 14“Yet you say, 

‘For what reason?’ Because the LORD has been a 
witness between you and the wife of your youth, 
against whom you have dealt treacherously, though 
she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 
15“But not one has done so who has a remnant of the 
Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking 
a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and 
let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your 
youth. 16“For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the 
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with 
wrong,” says the LORD of hosts. “So take heed to 
your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”

• We must know the will of God,  what His word 
says regarding marriage, and that His word 
applies to everyone, Christian or non-Christian.

• Scriptures regarding marriage: 

– Gen 2:18-24, Matt 19:3-9, 5:32, 

– Mark 10:11-12, Luke 16:18, 

– Rom 7:1-3, 1Cor 7:10-13

“Marriage: God’s Design”

God

Man

Woman

Marriage

God joins man 
and woman

Therefore 
a man 
shall 
leave his 
father 
and his 
mother 
and hold 
fast to his 
wife, and 
they shall 
become 
one flesh. 
Gen 2 :24

Then the 
Lord God 
said, “It 
is not 
good that 
the man
should 
be alone; 
I will 
make 
him a 
helper fit 
for him–
Gen 2:18 Matt 19:6

“Marriage: God’s Word”
Matthew 19 3The Pharisees also came to Him, 
testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife for just any reason?" 
4And He answered and said to them, "Have you not 
read that He who made them at the beginning "made 
them male and female, 5and said, "For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?  6So 
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let not man separate." 

“Marriage: God’s Word”
Matthew 19 7They said to Him, "Why then did Moses 
command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put 
her away?" 
8He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness 
of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, 
but from the beginning it was not so. 9And I say to 
you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; 
and whoever marries her who is divorced commits 
adultery."
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“Marriage: God’s Word”

• Matthew 5 32But I say to you that whoever divorces 
his wife for any reason except sexual immorality
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries 
a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

• Mark 10 11So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his 
wife and marries another commits adultery against 
her. 12And if a woman divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery."

• Luke 16 18"Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery; and whoever marries her 
who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

“Marriage: God’s Word”

• Romans 7 1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I 
speak to those who know the law), that the law has 
dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2For the 
woman who has a husband is bound by the law to 
her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband 
dies, she is released from the law of her husband.
3So then if, while her husband lives, she marries 
another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if 
her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that 
she is no adulteress, though she has married another 
man.

“Marriage:  God’s Word”

1 Corinthians 7 10 Now to the married I command, 
yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her 
husband. 11But even if she does depart, let her 
remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. 
And a husband is not to divorce his wife. 
12But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother 
has a wife who does not believe, and she is willing to 
live with him, let him not divorce her. 13And a woman 
who has a husband who does not believe, if he is 
willing to live with her, let her not divorce him.

“Marriage: God’s Word”
Matt 5:32, 19:3-9, Mark 10:11-12, Luke 16:18, 
Rom 7:1-3, 1Cor 7:10-13

– God joins the marriage and let man not 
separate

– Marriage is for life

– Scripture says,  to “not divorce”.  

– The only scriptural cause for divorce and 
remarriage to another is the sexual immorality 
or fornication of one’s spouse, 

– Divorce , except for sexual immorality or 
fornication can result in adultery

“Marriage: God’s Word”
Matt 5:32, 19:3-9, Mark 10:11-12, Luke 16:18, 
Rom 7:1-3, 1Cor 7:10-13

– Only two alternatives for a person who is 
separated or divorces for other than the 
scriptural cause,  

• remain unmarried, or 

• be reconciled 

– God’s plan is not to divorce but remain 
married.

Responsibilities of Husband and Wife
• Responsibility includes what two things?

– Action

– Attitude

• Example - Eph 4:15, “But speaking the truth 
(action) in love (attitude)”

• How does this apply to the marriage 
relationship?

• They are complete when a willing and loving 
heart (attitude) of both,  do what God has 
commanded (action) as shown in the following 
passages.

Must go together,  one without 
the other is meaningless
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Responsibilities of Husband and Wife

• Three passages on Responsibilities:

– Ephesians 5:22-33

– 1 Peter 3:1-12

– Titus 2:3-8

– What do we learn about husband and wife 
responsibilities from these passages?

Ephesians 5:22-33
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife even 
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is 
himself its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to 
their husbands.
25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. 

Ephesians 5:22-33
28In the same way husbands should love their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 
church, 30because we are members of his body.   
31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 32This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
33However, let each one of you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband.

Ephesians 5:22-33
This passage uses the known husband and wife 
relationship to illustrate the relationship with Christ 
and the church (verse 32).  However,  in making the 
points about the church and Christ,  he reminds us 
about the following:

• Wives

– Submit and respect their husband.  vv. 22, 24, 
33

• Husbands

– To love their wives and to nourish and cherish 
them.  vv. 23, 25-33

– To love their wife as their own body.  vv.  28, 33) 

1 Peter 3:1-12 (wives)
1Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, 
so that even if some do not obey the word, they may 
be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 
2when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3Do 
not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair 
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear— 4but let your adorning be the hidden person of 
the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 

1 Peter 3:1-12 (wives)
5For this is how the holy women who hoped in God 
used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own 
husbands, 6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do 
not fear anything that is frightening
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1 Peter 3:1-12 (husbands)
7Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, showing honor to the woman as 
the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of 
the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 
hindered. Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake  
8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, 
brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 
9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but 
on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, 
that you may obtain a blessing. 

1 Peter 3:1-12 (husbands)
10For “Whoever desires to love life and see good 
days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
from speaking deceit;  11let him turn away from evil 
and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.  
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and 
his ears are open to their prayer.   But the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:1-12
• Peter’s message and instruction is designed to 

bring the union of a man and woman in marriage to 
the point they are,  “heirs together of the grace 
of life” vs 7

• Wives (vv. 1-6) are to be submissive to their own 
husbands, chaste, fearing, modest, spiritually 
minded, gentle, quiet, and doing good.  If they do, 
they will not be afraid or live in terror.

• Husbands (vs 7) are to dwell with their wives with 
understanding, honor as the weaker vessels, 
remember they are heirs together, and not allow 
their prayer to be hindered.  

1 Peter 3:1-12
• Peter’s message and instruction is designed to 

bring the union of a man and woman in marriage to 
the point they are,  “heirs together of the grace 
of life” vs 7

• Together (vv. 8-12) are to be of one mind, have 
compassion for each other, love, be tenderhearted 
and courteous, not retaliate, be a blessing, love 
life, speak no evil, turn away from evil, do good, 
seek peace, be righteous, and pray.

Titus 2:3-8
3Older women likewise are to be reverent in 
behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 
They are to teach what is good, 4and so train the 
young women to love their husbands and children, 
5to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, 
and submissive to their own husbands, that the word 
of God may not be reviled. 6Likewise, urge the 
younger men to be self-controlled. 7Show yourself in 
all respects to be a model of good works, and in your 
teaching show integrity, dignity, 8and sound speech 
that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may 
be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. 

Titus 2:3-8
• Passage doesn’t necessarily address the 

husband and wife relationship, but the 
responsibilities mentioned are still applicable 

• Wives 

– Older to be reverent in behavior, not 
slanderers, not given to much wine, but 
teachers of good things (by their example)

– Younger to love their husbands, love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, 
homemakers, good, obedient to their own 
husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed 
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Titus 2:3-8
• Passage doesn’t necessarily address the 

husband and wife relationship, but the 
responsibilities mentioned are still applicable 

• Husbands

– Older to be sober, reverent, temperate, 
sound in faith, in love, in patience

– Younger to sober minded, pattern of good 
works, have doctrinal integrity, be reverent, 
incorruptibility, sound speech, to be this 
way no one can say anything evil against 
you.

Successful Marriage Principles
• Communicate:  Always find time to talk to each 

other.

• Control: Think before you speak, you might regret 
what you say later.

• Admit Wrong: When you are wrong, say so and 
mean it

• Forgive:  Always be ready to forgive and ask for 
forgiveness when are you wrong

• Forget: Once forgiveness has been given, don’t ever 
bring it up again!

Successful Marriage Principles
• Change: You marry a person for who they are, not 

what you want them to be.  Don’t expect the other to 
change because you wish it so.

• Little:  The small things you say or do will matter.

• Anger:  Always resolve your problems as soon as 
possible, especially before you both go to bed.  They 
won’t be any better in the morning.

• Decisions:  Always make them together and 
consider the other, especially when it comes to 
money and eventually with raising children.

• Goals:   Share your goals, dreams, desires, 
especially when it comes to planning for children.

Successful Marriage Principles

• Headship:  Men are the head of the family, be the 
leader as God has described in His word.  

• Love: Never let the romance part of your marriage 
diminish.  Always find time to be intimate as well as a 
friend.

• Giving: Marriage is about giving and not expecting 
something equal in return.  Don’t be selfish,  but 
looking for the needs of your spouse.

• Respect:  Always be kind and provide the courtesy 
you would want.

Successful Marriage Principles
• Tone:  Remember “how” you say something 

can have more impact than “what” you say.

• Time:  Spend time together, learn to do things 
together.  Enjoy each others company.

• Honest: In all things, be honest with yourself 
and with each other.

• Humor:  Learn to laugh together, especially 
with their jokes, regardless if it is funny.

• Successful Marriage Princi

• Heaven:  Above all, help each other live a 
spiritual life with the goal and desire of 
heaven.

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
• For those not married:   

– Have you considered the 2nd most important 
decision you will make in your life?  

– Will your spouse be a spiritual partner to get to 
heaven?

• For all of those married:  

– Where are you in your marriage?

– Are you learning to love your spouse more each 
day?

– Is your marriage in trouble?

– Can your marriage improve?
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“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”

• For those happily married for many years:

– Are you sharing your success with others?

– How can your marriage be an example to 
others?

– Are you still working to make it better?

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”
In summary:

• Learn and practices what the bible says on the 
subject

– God’s word communicates His will,  it is our 
standard and the principles to use,  it is through 
His word our marriage is a sanctified relationship.

• Learn from the experience of others

– Learn from those who have,  “been there, done it, 
did it - successfully”.

– We must pool the experiences of one another,  
especially the “older” and more experienced

“Marriage: A Sanctified Relationship”

In summary:

• Pray, pray some more,  and then pray again.  
We must seek God’s help,  he knows what 
we need.

• Marriage is a sanctified relationship

Presented by

Southside Church of Christ
• 4110 Preston Ave

• Pasadena, TX 77505

• 291-998-8184

• www.southsideonline.org


